[Effects of total flavones of metasequosia on left ventricular hypertrophy due to pressure overload in rats].
To determine the preventive and regressive effects of total flavones of metasequosia (TFM) on left ventricular hypertrophy in rats. Left ventricular hypertrophy was inducedin by partial ligation of abdominal aorta. The rats were given ig TFM(4, 40, 400 mg.kg-1.d-1) for six weeks. TFM markedly reduced the HW/BW, LVW/BW, myofibril diameter and Ca2+ content in left ventricles but the systolic blood pressure (SBP) in rats wasn't obviously influenced. TFM can prevent and reverse the left ventricular hypertrophy due to pressure overload in rats. The mechanism may be related to its calcium antagonistic properties.